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The New Orleans did not arrive until May 30th., and the despatch
announcing her coming only reached me June 1st.

The department's orders dated May 25th (No. 27, Executive Docu-
ment G), and received by me on May 27th, were as follows:

"All department's information indicates the Spanish division is still
at Santiago de Cuba. The department looks to you to ascertain fact, and
that the enemy, if therein, does not leave without a decisive action."

In obedience to the above order, and without any further order or
instruction from any one, I did ascertain the fact that the enemy was at
Santiago de Cuba, as reported in my telegram of May 29th to the depart-
ment, and the enemy did not leave without a decisive conflict.

With reference to the battle of July 3d, the Brooklyn's movements
are brought under review by Secretary Long in Executive Document C.

At 8.45 A. it, July 3d, Admiral Sampson made signal from his flag-
ship, "Disregard movements of commander-in-chief," and steamed east-
ward to Siboney.

This left me the senior officer present, and necessarily clothed me with
the responsibility of command.

The Brooklyn's blockading position was then about S.W. by W. from
the Morro, with her head that day to the eastward. When the enemy's
vessels came out the harbor, at 9.35 A. M., signal was made from the
Brooklyn to the fleet to "Clear ship for action," then followed the signal,
"Close action," and this was followed by the signal, "Enemy escaping to
westward.1*

Following the appearance of the Spanish squadron coming out there
was a general inward movement of the American fleet, closing in and
engaging it.

General firing began at once. The tactics of the Spanish admiral
soon made it evident that he intended to escape west. The rapidity with
which the Brooklyn approached the head of the Spanish column coming
westward under high speed and changing course more to westward, brought
the Brooklyn heading eastward to meet it into a position where she
would have blanketed the fire of the eastern vessels of our force, now
changing their courses to the westward, and between them and the Spanish
vessels. Instant decision was therefore necessary to avoid interfering in
any way or cutting off any of the fire of our vessels, as would have
occurred if she had turned towards the Spanish fleet, now approaching the
Brooklyn. Turning outward left the enemy's ships unmasked by the
Brooklyn and exposed them to the concentrated fire of our squadron, now
changing its course to the west. The result of this maneuver was that,
in thirty minutes from the opening of the combat, four of the enemy's
vessels were on fire and riddled with projectiles. Two torpedo-Boats were
destroyed; one reached the beach about three miles from the mouth of the
harbor; the Teresa and Oquendo were beached about six miles from the
harbor. Every vessel of the enemy's fleet destroyed and surrendered wereo the department
